
Recently it has become harder for businesses to 
make a large profit in the suburbs and as such 
they turned their sights on the inner city. Since 
property and rent is cheap, the populations are 
larger and the potential for profit is huge, real 
estate developers, entrepreneurs and big       
businesses descend into our neighborhoods like 
profit-hungry vultures. Gentrification is born. 
 

HOW CAN WE STOP IT?! 

The process of gentrification is like an infestation 
of locusts, very difficult to fight against, however, 
IT IS POSSIBLE IF WE ARE UNITED. There are many 

ways to combat gentrification: 

 Get residents to buy their homes if possible 

 Organize mass worker movements and put 
pressure on local authorities 

 Boycott expensive stores or restaurants 

 Fight to create or keep community centers  

 Fight for rent ceilings, rent control and an 
end to forced evictions and rent gaps 

 Educate your fellow brothers and sisters about 
the problem of gentrification, especially new-
comers 

 Fight for community-controlled property in-
stead of the corporate control of real estate 

 Fight for priority choice of housing and rentals 
in the community to the working class based on 
income or to families already in the community 
as well as working class immigrants  

 Fight for the creation of quality, affordable 
homes for the elderly, disabled, homeless and 
financially troubled 

 Fight for the continuation or creation of home-
less shelters and soup kitchens 

 Fight for democratic community control of 
all zoning decisions 

 Fight against development of condominiums 
and business/tourist-driven enterprises  

 

 Most of all we must unite! These are but a 
few ways that members of a community can 
fight a corrupt capitalist system bent on profit 
above all else. This is a fight for our community, 
and the homes of our friends and family. 

http://chisocialistparty.org/ 

GENTRIFICATION: 
Who? What? Where? Why? 

How can we stop it?! 

http://chisocialistparty.org/ 

When all is said and done, gentrification is not a 
lifesaver for a community nor a blessing in disguise, 
rather it is its destruction, as everything that makes 
up your community—whether it be your churches, 
your shops, your community organizations and pro-
grams, your schools, your neighbors, your friends, 
your family, your community centers, or your cul-
ture—will either be closed or removed for the will 
of the market and for the tastes of the upper clas-

ses. 

The market is NEVER the answer. We don’t need 
more entrepreneurs. We don’t need bourgeois-style 
“economic investment”. We don’t need new devel-
opment if it doesn’t benefit the community-at-large. 
We don’t need expensive bougie businesses. We 
need MORE than just supporting local businesses. 
We need good jobs, heathcare, education, afford-
able homes, community and after-school programs, 
real social investment into our communities and WE 
are the only ones to effect this change! Our commu-
nity business groups and local government will not 
help us, change will never be given to you from 

above, you have to fight to make it happen.—MADT 
 

Join the struggle today! If you feel the anger, the 
sense of betrayal, the sorrow of loss, the feeling of 
helplessness and hopelessness in this society, if you 
have been evicted, lost your job and home, been 
forced to move,  and suffering from the loss of your 
community then you’re suffering from a bad case of 
capitalism. Join the Socialist Party, join the move-
ment and help to fight for a better future for your 
family and our communities! 
 
Find out more about  the Socialist Party USA at: 

http://socialistparty-usa.org/ 
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What Exactly is Gentrification? 

 

Gentrification: a word that has earned fear, anger 
and sorrow from working class communities around 
the world. It is the process by which poor and work-
ing class communities are transformed into middle 
and upper class neighborhoods filled with affluent, 
high-end amenities of entertainment, restaurants, 
bars, boutiques, corporate chain stores and luxury 
condominiums….all while simultaneously removing 
the businesses and members of the community who 
once lived there through evictions, foreclosures, code 

laws as well as increased rent and property tax. 

 Working class communities around the world are 
threatened by the encroaching menace of gentrifica-
tion, also known as: “urban renewal”, “urbanization”, 
“beautification” and “redevelopment”, by both city 
officials and their media machines. The trend is 
fueled by a profit-hungry real estate and advertis-
ing industry that perpetually seeks new profit in form 
of condominiums and high-end businesses due to the 
size of available space in inner cities and is often 

sanctioned by the city (and even the state). 

 The local municipal and city governments employ 
gentrification as a tool to increase their revenue from 
property and sales taxes and concentrate wealth 
closer to the city that would usually be dispersed in 
distant places or cities otherwise, while helping out 
friends in the business sector carve out a commercial 
zone of consumption filled with popular, trendy, 

profitable places locally owned or not.  

 The capitalist system creates societies and places in 

its own image; our communities are colonized and 
commoditized for consumption, such is the inherent 
greed of the capitalist system. Communities that have 
been willfully ignored by local officials for decades 
are only now seeing an effort to refurbish and im-
prove their communities. These efforts, however, are 
not because the local officials care about their con-
stituents, it is because they are preparing to remove 
them for a more wealthy tax base. The plan is to  
increase tourism by turning communities into commer-

cial tourist hubs, and affluent or student playgrounds. 

 

Who’s Involved? 

 
An interesting thing about gentrification is that it’s 
diverse in who it impacts and how it is implemented 

around the world; in some places race is not a fac-
tor, in some places it is. In all instances, however, 

it is a socioeconomic class issue. It is, quite simp-
ly put, a class war between the economically afflu-
ent upper/middle classes and the poor and working 
classes, with the odds heavily in favor of the former. 
Unfortunately in the United States gentrification is 
highly racialized due to the deep-seated institution-
alized racism in our markets and government bodies. 
As such, they primarily cater to the affluent white, 
who have historically and still to this day enjoy more 

educational and occupational advantages.  

Often in the crosshairs of community members during 
this process are primarily white artists, hipsters, stu-
dents and the LGBTQ community for pioneering gen-
trification for the more affluent members of the mid-
dle class by making the area seem safer and hip. 
While this is true, the real culprits behind the process 
are those in city hall (the mayor, urban planners, 
aldermen, council members) and  entrepreneurs who 
want to turn a profit and market the community as 
“trendy”, “hot” and “up-and-coming”. Those in the 
community who actively support this process are also 
to blame such as the greedy landlords who raise the 
rent to ridiculous levels or who specifically rent to or 
sell their homes to these affluent newcomers 
 
Who suffers? We do:   
The working class such as families, single parents, the 
homeless, the jobless, the elderly and disabled of all 
ethnicities and races who have had our closely knit 
communities shattered by market forces. Those una-
ble to afford the cost of living are forced to move 
out of their beloved homes further from the conven-
ience of the city, public schools, health centers and 
public transportation to the suburbs or outer commu-
nities, friends and families are spread across the city 
as well, all for the convenience of the wealthy who 
are too often ignorant or unaware of the struggles 
of the working class.  

What are the benefits of gentrification? 

City officials and market forces ardently claim gen-
trification is a way to bring diversity and money 
into the community and to improve the lives of com-
munity members. This is a brazen lie. By the time 
the process of gentrification has completed, almost 
all previous community members will be gone, 
forced out their own homes, and those who stay will 
be forced to pay ridiculously high property taxes. 
The often-cited benefit of gentrification is the low-
ering of crime, however, gentrification DOES NOT 
solve the problem of crime, rather, it merely 
moves it elsewhere along with the other inhabitants, 
out of sight and out of mind of local politicians  
focused on getting reelected. The benefits of im-
proved access to transportation, safety, healthcare 
and education as well as a lively night life are 
saved for the wealthy few who can afford them. 
This effectively turns healthcare, education, and 
transportation into capitalist luxuries, when they 
are actually necessities for the general public. Gen-
trification may bring improvements to our com-
munities, but only because it will make the area 
nicer and attractive  for its real target audience: 

tourists, young professionals and businessmen. 

 

Why is this happening? 

Because we live in a capitalist society, anything 
and everything becomes a potential consumer 
good. Cutthroat competition between businesses 
produces a culture in which one must constantly ex-
pand one’s business, or bust. This leads companies 
to commodify everything from culture to the 
healthcare system, or to more thoroughly exploit 
them. Private property is an essential mainstay of 
capitalism, and the very property where we live 
our lives, where we raise our families, where we 
make our memories, is controlled by capitalists. The 
majority of us have to pay these capitalists rent to 
let us use the very things that we need, like a home. 
What’s worse is that we also have to rent the mon-
ey to buy things such as houses, cars and an educa-
tion from the very banks who ruin our credit for the 
slightest infraction and who routinely make our lives 

and the lives of billions miserable.  


